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Steven P. Brown, General Manager

SUBJECT

Review Legislative Update and Consider Positions on Bills

I.

SPB

Executive Summary

Several state legislative bills that deal with transportation issues are currently working
their way through the legislature. It’s appropriate for the Gold Coast Transit District to
consider taking positions on a couple of these bills that could directly affect the District.
Analyses of these two bills are attached to this report.
AB 1250 would extend the bus axle weight exemption and SB 508 would revise state
transit funding requirements.
IT IS RECOMMENDED that the Board of Directors Consider Adoption of Support
Positions on AB 1250 (Bloom) and SB 508 (Beall) and direct the General Manager
to send letters of support to the Authors for both bills.
II.

Discussion

Currently at least two legislative proposals are being considered that could be beneficial
to the Gold Coast Transit District. Neither bill has any listed opposition at this time, but
it would be advantageous for the District to take positions of support on these bills and
communicate our support to the authors as these important pieces of legislation are
considered by additional committees and the full Assembly and Senate.
AB 1250 (Bloom) exempts transit buses procured through a solicitation process that
was issued before January 1, 2016 from the statutory weight limit of 20,500 pounds on
any one axle of a bus. Current law only covers solicitations issued prior to January 1,
2013. As noted in the attached bill analysis prepared for the Assembly Committee on
Transportation, the federal Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP)
commissioned a detailed national study on the bus axle weight issue. The study was
released in November 2014 and provides the most comprehensive look at the issue to
date, but does not provide a clear long-term solution. Rather, the report puts forth 23
different options for addressing the axle weight issue and concludes: “There is no
single operational, design, technological, or regulatory solution that resolves these
issues without some undesirable consequences.”
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A group of California stakeholders including cities, counties, transit agencies, and
representatives from various state departments and agencies are meeting to review the
23 recommendations and weighing the pros and cons of each. Hopefully an agreement
can be reached this year that will settle the axle weight issue and could eventually be
amended into this bill.
It is recommended that the GCTD Board consider a SUPPORT position on AB 1250
(Bloom) to provide as much flexibility as possible to the District on any future bus orders
that we may consider in the next few years.
SB 508 (Beall) would revise the requirements for Transportation Development Act
(TDA) Local Transportation Funds (LTF) as well as State Transit Assistance. This new
law would address the requirement that transit expenses not exceed the Consumer
Price Index and exempt certain costs from the calculation of the farebox recovery ratio.
Start-up costs for new services for up to 2 years are exempted and SB 508 revises the
definition of “operating cost” for performance audit and certain other purposes to
exclude principal and interest costs on capital projects funded with certificates of
participation.
SB 508 is intended to update TDA law to better match funding eligibility with the new
realities in providing transit services. This law would be very beneficial for GCTD as we
look to issuing certificates of participation for the new Administration and Operations
facility. The attached summary of this bill is provided courtesy of the VCTC and their
state lobbyist, Delaney Hunter, as the legislative analyst office has not posted their
analysis as of the writing of this report. The first hearing on this bill is set for May 5,
2015.
III.

Recommendation

IT IS RECOMMENDED that the Board of Directors Consider Adoption of Support
Positions on AB 1250 (Bloom) and SB 508 (Beall) and direct the General Manager
to send letters of support to the Authors for both bills.
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